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featuring 

* KYLENE BEERS   * BOB PROBST  * LOIS LOWRY  *  KENDAL RAUTHZAN 
PLUS 

“A DAY OF LITERATURE” FEATURING KEYSTONE STATE AUTHORS! 
 Over two dozen concurrent sessions for  

ELEMENTARY, MIDDLE SCHOOL, SECONDARY, AND COLLEGE-LEVEL 

EDUCATORS  

 PCTELA MARKETPLACE:  Exhibition of professional materials and resources 

 AUTHORS’ ALLEY: Book signings with featured presenters and authors 

 Great food, door prizes and gifts! 
 



PCTELA ISé 
 

¶ Experienced, talented educators willing to share their diverse knowledge with teachers at any level or years 
of service. 

 

¶ Caring, enthusiastic colleagues ready and willing to support you, validate your classroom practice, and 
celebrate your successes! 

 

¶ A safe haven for the exchange of your concerns and ideas. 
 

¶ A network of people and resources upon which you can draw at anytime in addition to our once a year 
conference that offers a degree of collegiality that may be missing in your professional life. 

 

 
 

CONFERENCE MISSION 

 
Todayôs world, rampant with ideals of reform and change, lends a like revisionary attitude to the educational community.  
No Child Left Behind changed our perspective on standards and objectives; the idea of 21

st
 century literacy helped us to 

re-imagine our responsibilities to our students once again; and the hopeful emphasis on a more just and compassionate 
society can expand our views about our goals and our roles as educators and develop our ideas of what educational and 
societal progress can be. The 2010 conference will focus on reevaluating elements of our profession and reconsidering 
what works, what needs refinement, and what needs to be completely rebuilt.  
 
 During this conference, we hope to address the following questions: 
 

¶ Have the expectations for educators changed at all over this past year and, if so, has that changed our goals? 

¶ Do we need to consider new pedagogical outlooks in order to reach our students as well as our goals? 

¶ How do our methodologies need to be adjusted to fit in with our revised vision? 

¶ What technological resources do we need (or not need) to reach our goals? 

¶ How do we balance basic literacy skills with 21
st
 century literacy skills, especially for our at-risk students? 

¶ How do we balance structure and skill-based lessons with lessons about problem-solving and critical, creative 
thinking in order to best serve our students, especially our at-risk students?  

¶ How do we focus ourselves and our classrooms with the ever-expanding expectations of teaching ñEnglish?ò 

¶ How is modern consumerism a problem in our schools and in our studentsô lives, and how can we teach 
students to be aware of how consumer society affects them? 

¶ How can we assist each other on a regular basis? 

 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 22
TH

 

¶ 7:15 Registration/Continental Breakfast 

¶ 8:00 ï 9:00 Concurrent Session I 

¶ 9:00 ï 9:30 Visit Authorôs Alley and the Vendor 
Marketplace 

¶ 9:30 ï 10:30 Concurrent Session II 

¶ 10:30 ï 11:00 Visit Authorôs Alley and the Vendor 
Marketplace  

¶ 11:00 ï 12:00 Concurrent Session III 

¶ 12:00 ï 1:15 Lunch and PCTELA Membership 
Meeting 

¶ 1:15 ï 2:30 Kylene Beers and Bob Probst 

¶ 2:45 ï 3:45 Concurrent Session IV 

 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23
TH

 

¶ 7:15 Registration/Continental Breakfast 

¶ 8:00 ï 9:15 Kendal Rautzhan  

¶ 9:15 ï 9:30 Visit Authorôs Alley and the Vendor 
Marketplace 

¶ 9:30  ï 10:30 Author Session I 

¶ 10:30 ï 11:00 Visit Authorôs Alley and the Vendor 
Marketplace 

¶ 11:00 ï 12:00 Author Session II 

¶ 12:00 ï 2:00 Lunch with Lois Lowry and final 
gathering 



LOIS LOWRY 
 
Lois Lowry is a multi-award-winning author who has written many popular books.  She is 
best known for The Giver, her dark, thought-provoking, and controversial fantasy, and for 
Number the Stars, a childrenôs novel about the Holocaust.  She received the prestigious 
Newbery Medal for each of these novels.  In addition to these popular titles, Lowry has written 
more than thirty books for children and young teens, including several series such as the 
popular Anastasia Krupnik books.   
  
Whether sheôs writing comedy, adventure, or poignant, powerful dramaðfrom Attaboy, Sam! 
And Anastasia Krupnik to Number the Stars and The GiverðLois Lowryôs appeal is as broad 
as her  subject matter and as deep as her desire to affect an eager generation of readers.  
Lois Lowry didnôt start writing professionally until she was in her mid-30s but now spends time 
writing every single day.  Before she begins writing a book, she usually knows the beginning 
and the end of her story.  When sheôs not writing, Lowry enjoys gardening during the spring 

and summer and knitting during the winter.  One of her other hobbies is photography, and her own photos grace the 
covers of Number the Stars, The Giver, and Gathering Blue.  She lives in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
  

KYLENE BEERS & BOB PROBST 
 
Kylene Beers, and Bob Probst are respected authorities on reading instruction. Kyleneðfocusing 
more on reading skillsðand Bobðfocusing more on engagement and literary analysisðwork 
together to show teachers and administrators how skills, engagement, and literary analysis work 
together.  Together, they are coeditors, with Linda Rief, of Adolescent Literacy: Turning Promise 
into Practice (Heinemann, 2007).  
  
Kylene, a former middle school teacher, and Bob, a former high school teacher, have both taught 
at the university level.  Now a Senior Reading Advisor to Secondary Schools at Teachers College 
Reading and Writing Project, Kylene was the President of the 
National Council of Teachers of English for 2008-2009 and is 
currently serving as Past President of NCTE.  She is the author and 

editor of several books including When Kids Canôt ReadðWhat Teachers Can Do 
(Heinemann, 2002).  
  
Formerly a columnist for the NCTE journal Voices from the Middle and a professor of 
English Education at Georgia State University, and most recently a research fellow at 
Florida International University, Bob is currently coauthoring, with Kylene, a new book for 
teachers of struggling readers titled Book by Book: Strategies that Help Struggling Readers 
with Literary Texts (Heinemann, October 2010).  He is the author of Response and Analysis, 
Third Edition (Heinemann, 2004).  
  

KENDAL RAUTZHAN 
 

Kendal Rautzhanôs mission is to provide adults with easy, practical suggestions to help young 
readers connect with books and reading in a positive way.  As a weekly national columnist on 
childrenôs literature for twenty-three years, Rautzhan is considered an expert in her field.  
Books to BorrowéBooks to Buy reaches over 2 million households each week with an 
enthusiastic readership.  Rautzhan has an objective and discerning eye for what works in 
childrenôs literature, what doesnôt, and why.  In addition to her weekly newspaper column, 
Rautzhan takes her message on the road with talks and seminars for adults, college students, 
and elementary and middle school children.  ñI firmly believe that excellent childrenôs literature 
delivers important messages that are as relevant to an 80-year-old as they are to an 8-year 
old.  I will discuss why that is, the óbonesô of those kinds of stories, and highlight with examples.  
Furthermore, I will address specific childrenôs stories that act as a springboard for conversation 
on issues of importance, such as compassion and empathy.ò ï Kendal Rautzhan 

  

IMPORTANT NEWS FOR EARLY CAREER TEACHERS!! 
 

Through the generosity of Kylene Beers and Bob Probst and the PCTELA Executive Council, a special ñscholarshipò is 
being awarded to teachers in their second and third year of teaching.  Include with your registration a letter from your 

district administrator attesting to the fact that you ARE in your second or third year, and pay only the student 
rate of $25 per day for the conference!  (MUST ATTEND BOTH DAYS.) Thank you, Kylene and Bob! 

FEATURED SPEAKERS 



SATURDAY ï ñA DAY OF LITERATUREò ï Authors from the Keystone State 
 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION:  In addition to featured speakers, Kylene Beers and Bob Probst, Fridayôs conference 
program consists of concurrent sessions featuring educators from throughout Pennsylvania from which 
attendees can choose which presentations to attend on site. 
 
For Saturdayôs conference program, in addition to nationally known author, Lois Lowry and nationally syndicated 
columnist, Kendal Rautzhan, authors with Pennsylvania ñrootsò will present concurrent sessions from which 
attendees can choose which presentations to attend on site. 
 

 
 Matt Phelan 

 
Matt Phelan is the illustrator of many books for young readers, including Where I 
Live by Eileen Spinelli, Always by Ann Stott, and the Newbery Medal-winning The 
Higher Power of Lucky by Susan Patron. He is the author/illustrator of the graphic 
novel The Storm in the Barn, which won the 2010 Scott O'Dell Award for Historical 
Fiction. Matt lives in Philadelphia, PA 
 
In this session, ñFrom Inspiration to Creation: The Storm in the Barnò 
Matt discusses the process of writing and illustrating The 
Storm in the Barn, his Scott O'Dell Award-winning graphic 
novel. 

 

 
Paolo Corso 

 
Paola Corso was born in the Pittsburgh area where her Italian immigrant family found work in the steel 
mill. She is the author of Giovannaôs 86 Circles And Other Stories, a John Gardner Fiction Book 
Award Finalist, and a book of poems, Death by Renaissance. Her new story collection Catinaôs 
Haircut: A Novel in Stories is forthcoming from The University of Wisconsin Press in Fall 2010. Her 
new poetry collections The Laundress Catches Her Breath and Once I Was Told the Air Was Not for 
Breathing are forthcoming in 2012. Her work has received the Sherwood Anderson Fiction Award and 
a New York Foundation for the Arts Poetry Fellowship. She currently lives in Brooklyn and is a writer-
in-residence in Western Connecticut State Universityôs MFA program.   
 

 
Jen Bryant 

 
Jen Bryant writes picture books, novels and poems for readers of all ages. Her biographical 
picture book: A River of Words: The Story of William Carlos Williams, illustrated by Melissa 
Sweet, received a Caldecott Honor award and her historical novel in verse RINGSIDE 1925: 
Views from the Scopes Trial is an Oprah Recommended Book for ages 12 & up. Other titles 
include Pieces of Georgia (IRA Young Adult Choices Pick), The Trial (about the 1935 
Lindbergh baby kidnapping trial), a 1960ôs-era novel Kaleidoscope Eyes (a Jr. Library Guild 
selection), Georgiaôs Bones, celebrating the creative vision of artist Georgia OôKeeffe, Music for 
the End of Time, based on a true story about WWII, and  Abeôs Fish: A Boyhood Tale of 
Abraham Lincoln.  
 
Jen has taught writing and Childrenôs Literature at West Chester University and Bryn Mawr 
College and gives lectures, workshops and school presentations throughout the year. She lives 
with husband, daughter and their Springer Spaniel  in Chester County, PA. 

 
 

Patricia Harrison Easton, Richard Easton, and Marcy Canterna 
The Society of Childrenôs Book Writers and Illustrators 

 
Attendees get a great look at some of the newest books by PA authors and 
illustrators and receive ñkid testedò activities, materials, and handouts for using 
the books in their classrooms.  Pat is the author of Daveyôs Blue Eyed Frog, A 
Bridge to Hope, and Summerôs Chance.  Richard is the author of A Real 
American.  They will be joined by educator, Marcy Canterna. 
 
In photo at right, Pat and Richard share some time with students from 
Shippensburg University of PA at the PCTELA booth at the NCTE National 
Convention in Philadelphia. 

http://www.mattphelan.com/
http://planetham.blogspot.com/
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=matt+phelan&x=0&y=0
http://www.amazon.com/Storm-Barn-Matt-Phelan/dp/0763636185/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1268962709&sr=8-1
http://www.scottodell.com/pages/ScottO'DellAwardforHistoricalFiction.aspx


Jan Cheripko 
 

Caesar Rodneyôs Ride: The Story of an American Patriot , Brother Bartholomew and the 
Apple Grove, and his newest, Sun Moon ,Stars, Rain are among the books published by 
author, Jan Cheripko.   His first novel, Imitate the Tiger, about a high school football player 
who is battling a drinking problem, won the Joan Fassler Memorial Book Award, given by 
the Association of the Care of Childrenôs Health. It was also named an American 
Booksellers Best Book, a Best Book for Teens by the New York Public Library, and a Young 
Adultôs Choice by the International Reading Association. School Library Journal called it, ñA 
frank account of an at-risk teen fighting for his Mr. Cheripkoôs second novel, Rat, was 
named a Carolyn Field honor book by the Pennsylvania Librarians, a Best Books for Teens 
by the New York Public Library, and a Childrenôs Choice Award by the International 
Reading Association. 

 
He currently lives with his wife, Valray, and daughter, Julia, and two dogs, Sparky and Buffy, in Bethany, Pennsylvania, 
where he also serves as a member of the borough council.  

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Authorôs Alley 

Repeating their Pennsylvania Showcase Session from last 
yearôs NCTE Convention in Philadelphia, three Pennsylvania 
Poets will discuss how their poetry writing informs their teaching 
and how their teaching is reflected in their writing.  Dana Sauers 
was named Second Poet Laureate of Hanover, Pennsylvania 
(October 2005 through October 2007) with Michael Hoover 
continuing in that position after her.  Pat Bell is an 
accomplished poet and award winning teacher, recently as 
PCTELAôs selection for NCTEôs Secondary Teacher of 
Excellence. 
 
Pat Bell teaches at Karns City High School, Karns City, PA.  
Dana Sauers teaches at Delone Catholic High School, 
McSherrystown, PA, and Michael Hoover at South Carroll High 
School, Sykesville, MD. 

 

The PCTELA Marketplace 

Amsco School 
Publications 

Everbind 
Glencoe/McGraw Hill 

Heinemann 
Houghton Mifflin 

McGraw-Hill 
Michaels Associates 

NCTE  
Pearson 

Perfection Learning 
Triumph Learning 

Universal Publishing 
 

And many, many more! 

Throughout the conference, meet 
novelists, children's authors, historical 
writers, and education professionals 
from throughout Pennsylvania area and 
discuss their work, copies of which will 
be available for purchase and 
autographing. In addition,  
 
All featured presenters will be available 
to sign books. 
 
(Photo:  Laurie Halse Anderson signs  
her work at Conference 2006) 

 

REMEMBER:  PCTELA is an approved provider under Act 
48.  The PCTELA Conference is officially recognized by the 
PA Department of Education as a professional development 

opportunity under the provisions of the Act.   
PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU KNOW YOUR PDE 

IDENTIFICATION NUMBER TO APPLY FOR ACT 48 
CREDIT AT THE CONFERENCE! 

 

Act 48 Credit 

Dana Sauers, Michael Hoover, and Pat Bell 
Teachers as Poets; Poets as Teachers 

 

Our exhibition of professional resources including materials 
from our outstanding supporters and publishers including: 

 



YOU MUST CALL THE PENN STATER CONFERENCE CENTER 
HOTEL TO MAKE YOUR ROOM RESERVATIONS! 

 
Room rate for conference attendees is $120. 

Make sure to mention that you are attending the PCTELA Conference 
to receive the conference rate. 

 
Each room taken by our attendees contributes to the success of 

the conference.  Please consider staying at this beautiful, 
comfortable, and convenient facility. 

 
Check out the facility at www.pshs.psu.edu/PennStater/pshome.asp. 

 

 

FRIDAY CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
 

¶ The Literacy of Writing: Teaching the Meanings and Uses of Writing to our Students; Joanne Ridge  

¶ Self-Regulated Strategy Development for Struggling Writers; Michelle Elnyczky  

¶ To Teach and to Test: Conquering the Slings and Arrows of Accountability into the Undiscovered Country of 
Literacy and Critical Thinking Beyond Standardized Testing; Carol Livingston, Eric Mineweaser, and 
Caroline Niemetz 

¶ Whereôs My Other Shoe? How the History of Literacy Can Help to Provide Context for Our Work; Lou Ann 
Sears 

¶ Finding Pleasure and Meaning in the Text; Terre Sychterz  

¶ Get Wired: Technology Tools for Writers; Jane M. Blystone 

¶ Graphic Novels as Agents of Change: Teaching Comics in the Classroom; Kate Hoffman  

¶ Teaching Students How to Read Their Own Writing for the Purposes of Revision; Marylyn Calabrese  

¶ Mainstreaming English Limited Proficient Students (ELP) into Your Classroom; Katherine McFarland 

¶ Teaching Romeo and Juliet in the 21st Century; Stephanie Clark and Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 
Student NCTE Chapter  

¶ Urgency and Excitement: The Need for Educational Reform and the Use of Technology to Rethink Classroom 
Possibilities; Ralph Maltese 

¶ With Reasons to Read: 21st Century Skills Among At-Risk Students; Kathleen Shannon 

¶ Using Models of Moral, Social, and Emotional Development to Enrich Literature Studies; Kevin Hulburt 

¶ Computer Animation and Creative Writing: An Interdisciplinary Tale; Melanie Kisthardt and M. E. Jones  

¶ Creating Adolescent Readers and Writers: Engaging Diverse Student Populations in the 21st Century ELA 
Classroom; Elizabeth Lewis  

¶ Literacy Sponsorship Profiles: Encountering Studentsô Changing Literacies; Thomas C. Crochunis  

¶ Living Parallel Lives: The Intellectual Dichotomy; Zach Hull and April Sikorski  

¶ Supporting Young Authors; Anne M. Slanina  

¶ Writing, role-Modeling, and Re-Prioritizing: Three Challenging ñRôsò for Language Arts Instructors; Carrie Krebs  

¶ Answering Moral Questions in the English Classroom: Literature and Character Education; Carla Baran  

¶ Thinking about Text Production (Writing) in an Age of Text Consumption (Reading): Standards and 21st Century 
Literacy; Helen Sitler  

¶ Mentoring Student Teachers: Exploring Alternatives to Sustaining Ourselves and Our Profession; Lisa Kelly 
and AnnMarie Marranzini 

¶ Integrating Grammar with Real World Application; Brenda Barner  

¶ The Kinesthetic Classroom: Teaching and Learning through Movement; Mike Kuczala  

¶ Karen Hesse's Witness: Reading, Teaching , and Responding to the YA Verse Novel: Bob Crafton, Myra 
Balok, Jennifer Hefferan, Jessica Egbert, and Teresa DeBacco  

¶ Writing Beside Them: Preservice Teachers Learn About Writing Pedagogy from Adolescent Writers.  Timothy 
Shea 

Several additional sections are in the process of being scheduled. 
 

CONFERENCE CHAIR ï Melissa Donner 
 

Questions? 
Contact 

 
Melissa Donner 

2924 Cambridge Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19130 
mdonner@chadmail.us 

 

LODGING 
 

THE PENN STATER CONFERENCE CENTER HOTEL 
215 Innovation Boulevard · State College, Pennsylvania 16803-6603  Phone: (800) 233-7505 

Martina Fegan, Deb Peters, 
Becky Leonard, Nathan Grippin, 

Jan Spohn, Bob Dandoy, and 
Melissa Donner at the 2009 

NCTE Affiliate Breakfast where 
Melissa was presented with the 

NCTE/Pearson Leadership 
Development Award .. 

  

 

http://www.pshs.psu.edu/PennStater/pshome.asp
mailto:mdonner@chadmail.us


 

DIRECTIONS and ATTRACTIONS 
 
The Penn Stater Conference Center and Hotel offers excellent accommodations in scenic State College, Pennsylvania. 
Elegant smoke-free rooms and suites are spacious and feature convenient amenities like free wireless high-speed 
Internet access and a refrigerator.  
 

For specific directions from your area, visit www.pshs.psu.edu/PennStater/pshome.asp. 
  

WHY NOT MAKE IT AN ENTIRE WEEKEND? 
 

Explore Central Pennsylvania as part of your conference experience.  Central Pennsylvania is home to Penn State 
University and the Central PA Festival of the Arts, miles of mountain bike and hiking trails, world famous fly fishing 
streams and one of the biggest adventure courses on the East Coast. State College is ranked one of the best adventure 
towns in the United States, as well as one of the best places to live, work and play!  
 
Spend the morning touring  Penn's Cave by boat, one of the only all water caverns in the United States, tour the PA 
Military Museum in Boalsburg, the birthplace of Memorial Day, then have dinner at the Gamble Mill in Bellefonte,  a once 
working grist mill.  Or take in the gorgeous view from Jo Hayes Vista on your way to see the majestic birds of prey at 
Shavers Creek. 
   
Stroll through downtown State College and see a show, visit one of the famous Central Pennsylvania microbreweries or 
clubs, follow the Art Thrives on 45 art trail or wine trail. 
 
The Historic Shopping Districts are perfect for finding a little something for yourself and while you're here, don't forget to 
get your photo taken in front of the Nittany Lion Shrine... and taste of some buttery Grilled Stickies and Creamery Ice 
Cream!    
 

 YOU WOULDNôT WANT TO MISS OUR ANNUAL ñDECOMPRESSION SESSION,ò  
A WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY TO TALK CASUALLY WITH COLLEAGUES AND MAKE NEW FRIENDS TO CLOSE 

OUT FRIDAY OF THE CONFERENCE! 
(Location to be announced at the conference.) 

   ------------------------------------- (cut here and mail) ------------------------------------ 

 

 
REGISTRATION FORM 

 

____ Friday (10/22) - $90   _____Saturday (10/23) - $90    _____Friday/Saturday - $175 ($5 discount!) 

 

STUDENTS: ____ Friday(10/10) - $25   _____Saturday (10/11) - $25    _____ 

 
On site registration, add $10 per day.  On site registration CANNOT guarantee meals. 

Conference pre-registration includes meals and A TWO-YEAR Membership in PCTELA. 

 

IF YOU ARE AN EARLY CAREER TEACHER IN YOUR SECOND OR THIRD YEAR OF TEACHING, PLEASE SEE 

THE ñIMPORTANT NEWSò ON PAGE 3 OF THIS CONFERENCE BROCHURE. 
 
Name __________________________________ 

Home Address ____________________________ 

________________________________________ 

School  Affiliation  __________________________ 

School Address ___________________________ 

Level ___________________________________ 

Home Phone______________________________ 

Email __________________________________ 

Make check payable to PCTELA and mail to:  

PCTELA 

c/o Jennifer Fox, Treasurer 

1359 Bechtel Street Monaca, PA  15061 

 

DEADLINE OCTOBER 9
TH 

NO CONFIRMATION WILL BE SENT!   KEEP THIS BROCHURE FOR FUTURE REFERENCE!

http://www.pshs.psu.edu/PennStater/pshome.asp


 

\  

“Reading and Writing in an Age of Change” 
State College, PA  OCTOBER 22nd and 23rd 

 

KYLEEN BEERS  BOB PROBST   KENDAL RAUTZHAN 
AND 

LOIS LOWRY 
 

ñA DAY OF LITERATUREò FEATURING KEYSTONE STATE AUTHORS 
 

Concurrent Sessions on  
 

Technology  Writing Childrenôs Literature Assessment  
 

 Poetry Literature Study Research 
 

DONôT MISS IT!!!! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
PO Box 2327 
Butler, PA  16003-2327 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHECK US OUT AT WWW.PCTELA.ORG and on  . 
  
Pass the word on to a friend! 

http://www.pctela.org/

