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PCTELA BELIEF STATEMENTS 
 

In order to realize the vision of the organization, PCTELA believes that it should  . . . 
¶ Serve literacy educators at all career phases (pre~service and practicing) and levels (elementary, middle, secondary, and 

college).  
¶ Provide opportunities for discussion, group study, and reflection on the teaching of English/Language Arts. Strengthen 
English/Language Arts instruction to meet studentsô needs.  

¶ Communicate relevant information, ideas, and research. 
¶ Coordinate and provide resources and support for lifelong learning.  
¶ Recognize contributions and accomplishments in the area of literacy education and lifelong learning.  

CONFERENCE MISSION 
Conference 2011 will attempt to foster collaboration among leaders within our communities both inside 
and outside of our schools. Cooperative projects and planning among classroom teachers and other 
professionals will assist classroom teachers in dealing with the demands of ELA standards, helping 
them to more effectively move students toward meeting the standards while also producing lessons that 
will resonate with students long after they leave our classrooms.  Furthermore, it is important to focus on 
the influence of Professional Learning Communities (PLCs) in generating and maintaining a positive 
single-school culture.  Both students and teachers benefit from the collective expertise and talents of a 
collaborative community. 

¶ How can collaboration aid in the implementation of English and language arts standards? 

¶ How can interdisciplinary studies foster community in our schools? 

¶ How do we balance our desire to expose students to the classics while incorporating contempo-

rary texts into the  curriculum?  

¶ How do we utilize modern technology to build a bridge between the classroom and the global 

community ï thus helping students to become better critical readers, writers, and thinkers? 

¶ How can creative pedagogical techniques assist student achievement while improving their per-

formance on  assessments? 

PCTELA VISION STATEMENT 
 

The Pennsylvania Council of Teachers of English and Language Arts (PCTELA), a professional organization committed to 
promoting literacy and lifelong learning, empowers and inspires educators through professional development and collegial 
communication. 

ACT 48 INFORMATION 
 

PCTELA is an approved provider under Act 48.  The PCTELA Conference is officially recognized by the PA Department of Education as a professional 
development opportunity under the provisions of the Act.   
 
YOU MUST HAVE THE ID NUMBER SUPPLIED TO YOU BY PDE TO RECEIVE ACT 48 CREDIT.  SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBERS CAN NO 
LONGER BE ACCEPTED. 
 
Act 48 forms for Fridayôs conference will be available at the registration desk during the luncheon of each day.  No form will be accepted until the 
end of the day.  
 
If you are attending both days ,please pick up your form on Saturday and turn it in at the end of that day.  
 
If you have any questions,  please come to the registration desk. 
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October 14, 2011 

 

 

Dear PCTELA Members, 

 

Let me extend the warmest of welcomes to you, fellow educators!   Whether you teach in an elementary school, 

high school, or a university, PCTELA welcomes you here to Cranberry Township, PA for our fall 2011 confer-

ence. 

 

It certainly has been an exciting time to be in education!  While sometimes life in schools may feel too chaotic, 

too stressful, or too political, -- it remains among the best professions on earth.  Where else could we laugh with 

children and young people, play with words in writing, AND read/discuss books and, thus, life together ?  Our 

conference is structured to remind you of all those reasons you went into education.  As you catch up with old 

friends, or create new friendships here, listen in to all the teaching stories around you.  This conference is filled 

with educators who absolutely LOVE what they do.  Better yet, they would be thrilled to share it with you and 

here about your teaching life. 

 

Feel free to linger in the vendor area, where our publishing friends have brought the materials that reflect best 

practices and inspire our teaching.  Once again,we thank our vendors for their commitment to our professional 

association. 

 

Hopefully your time spent here at the junction of turnpike and Interstate, will be exhilarating as you hear of new 

ideas,  relaxing as you break bread with new friends, and will be confirming that this professional association 

named PCTELA  is your óprofessional homeô. 

 

Please do not hesitate to seek out the PCTELA board members and myself, and introduce yourself to us.  We 

welcome you! 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Jan Spohn, PCTELA President 



 

 

October 5, 2011 

 

 

 

Janice Spohn, President     

Pennsylvania Council of Teachers of English LA        

       

Glenda Daulerio, Conference Chair  

Pennsylvania Council of Teachers of English LA  

 

Allison Irwin, Conference Chair  

Pennsylvania Council of Teachers of English LA        

 

Dear Pennsylvania Council of Teachers of English LA: 

 

I send greetings from the National Council of Teachers of English to you and to all those joining you at your con-

ference on October 14-15, 2011! 

 

The commitment to teaching and learning you demonstrate by offering this professional development opportunity 

is noteworthy. Ongoing professional development for teachers is key to our mutual goal of improving the teach-

ing and learning of the English language arts at all grade levels. Such opportunities as this conference provide 

ways for teachers to continue their own learning in order to better support the learning of their students. Research 

shows that all students can achieve at high levels when they are taught by teachers who are continuing learners, 

when they attend schools that are safe and supportive, and when the adults in their livesðespecially their teach-

ersðcare and believe in them. 

 

As the only nationwide professional organization of English and language arts teachers, NCTE works to make the 

teaching of English and language arts more rewarding and more effective for all by publishing books, journals, 

and position statements; providing professional meetings; and providing special assistance to individuals and 

schools in responding to legislative and censorship challenges. I invite your membership in this important organi-

zation. 

 

NCTE celebrates the efforts of the Pennsylvania Council of Teachers of English LA in making this conference 

possible as well as each participantôs contribution to the event and the development of this profession. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Millie Davis 

Senior Developer, Affiliated Groups and Public Outreach 
 

 



 

 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 14TH 
 

7:15 Registration/Continental Breakfast 
8:00 ð 9:00 Concurrent Session A 

9:15 ð 10:30  Carol Jago 
10:30 ð 11:00 Visit Authorõs Alley and  

the Vendor Marketplace 
11:00 ð 12:00 Concurrent Session B 

12:00 ð 1:00 Lunch and PCTELA Membership Meeting 
1:00 -  2:00 Gareth Hinds 

2:15 ð 3:15 Concurrent Session C 
 

AUTHORSü ALLEY 
 

Look for the designated tables in the exhibit area and stop by to meet 
poets, novelists, childrenôs authors, historical writers, and education 
professionals from throughout the Commonwealth and nation including 
our featured speakers.   These authors will be available throughout the 
course of the conference to discuss their works and provide teaching 
resources and ideas.  Copies of authors' books will be available for 
purchase and signing at their publishers if they are represented in the 
exhibit area or at the Michaels Associates table. 

EXHIBITION OF  
PROFESSIONAL RESOURCES 

 

Our exhibition of professional resources in-
cludes materials from our outstanding  

supporters and publishers: 
 

Amsco School Publications, Inc.  
Heinemann  

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt  
Lock Haven University  
Michaelôs Associates 

Pearson  
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts  

Perfection Learning  
Scholastic Education Group  

Townsend Press  
Western PA Council of Teachers of English  

 
 

We sincerely  thank them for their generous support . 

 

DONôT FORGET TO STOP BY THE 
PCTELA MARKETPLACE TABLE TO  

PURCHASE A PCTELA T -SHIRT . 

 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15TH 

  
8:00 Registration/Continental Breakfast 

8:00 ð 9:30 Breakfast with the Authors (Special Session ï 
Additional Fee)  OR 

8:30 ð 9:30 Concurrent Session D 
9:30 ð 9:50 Visit Authorôs Alley and the Vendor Marketplace 

9:50 ð 11:00 Linda Christensen  
11:00 ð 11:20 Visit Authorôs Alley and the Vendor Marketplace 

11:20 ð 12:20 Concurrent Session E 
12:20 ï 1:50 Lunch and Chris Crutcher 

 

CHECK OUT THE WPCTE TABLE 
FOR GREAT BOOK VALUES AND 

PICK UP A FREE BOOK!  

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

PHOTO:  Author Lois Lowry (The Giver) autographs her work 
for Conference 2011  Co-Chair, Glenda Daulerio,  

at Conference 2010. 



 

 

On his website,  Chris Crutcher ñadmits he was a popular teacher, but not a good one.  However, once offered the 
chance to direct a ólast chanceô alternative school in Oakland, CA, he thoughtfully served at-risk K-12 students for 
almost a decade before returning to the Pacific Northwest to write his first book.ò  Now his fiction draws heavily from 
his experiences as a therapist and child protection advocate.  His fiction ñis known for its expert balance of comedy 
and tragedy, as well as its unflinching honesty and authentic voice.ò Crutcher also knows well the trials of having his 
books banned from libraries and classrooms across the country due to their realistic content.  Chrisôs works include 
Stotan!, Chinese Handcuffs, The Crazy Horse Electric Game, The Deep End, Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes, Iron-
man, Whale Talk, The Sledding Hill, Deadline, Running Loose and his short story collections, Athletic Shorts and 
Angry Management. His autobiography is entitled, King of the Mild Frontier. 

Gareth Hinds is the creator of several critically-acclaimed graphic novels based on literary classics, including Beowulf (which 
Publisherôs Weekly called a ñmixed-media gemò), King Lear (which Booklist named one of the top 10 graphic novels for teens), 
The Merchant of Venice (which Kirkus called ñthe standard that all others will strive to meetò for Shakespeare adaptation), and 
The Odyssey (which received four starred reviews and has been placed on numerous "best of 2010" lists). His books can be 
found in bookstores and English classrooms across the country, and his illustrations have appeared in such diverse venues as 
the Society of Illustrators, the New York Historical Society, and over a dozen published video games. 

Linda Christensen is the Director of the Oregon Writing Project (OWP), located in the Graduate School of Education 
at Lewis & Clark College.  Linda is the author of Reading, Writing, and Rising Up: Teaching about Social Justice and 
the Power of the Written Word and co-editor of Rethinking School Reform: Views from the Classroom and Rethinking 
Our Classrooms. She has given keynote addresses at local, national, and international conferences about her work on 
literacy and social justice. Her articles about literacy and social justice have appeared in numerous journals. For the 
last thirty years, she has taught high school Language Arts and worked as language arts Curriculum Specialist in Port-
land, Oregon. She is a member of the Rethinking Schools editorial board. She received the Fred Heschinger Award for 
use of research in teaching and writing from National Writing Project in 1998 and the U.S. West Outstanding Teacher 
of Western United States for ñReaching Beyond Classroom Wallsò. 

Carol Jago has taught English in middle and high school for 32 years, is immediate past president of the National Council of 
Teachers of English, and serves as an associate director of the California Reading and Literature Project at UCLA. Carol 
served as AP Literature content advisor for the College Board and has published six books for teachers with Heinemann. She 
has also published four books on contemporary multicultural authors for NCTE's High School Literature series. Carol has writ-
ten a weekly education column for the Los Angeles Times, and her essays have appeared in English Journal, Language Arts, 
NEA Today, as well as in other newspapers across the nation. She edits the journal of the California Association of Teachers 
of English, California English, and served on the planning committee for the 2009 NAEP Reading Framework and the 2011 
NAEP Writing Framework 

CAROL JAGO       www.caroljago.com  

GARETH HINDS      www.garethhinds.com  

LINDA CHRISTENSEN       

CHRIS CRUTCHER      www.chriscrutcher.com  

 SATURDAY 

FEATURED SPEAKERS 
FRIDAY 

DONõT MISS the DECOMPRESSION SESSION,  

the PCTELA social gathering at the end of the Friday conference day.   

Join your colleagues for a little relaxation and fun at the Cranberry Township Location of  

Pittsburghõs famous PRIMANTI BROTHERS from 5 until 7PM.   



 

 

 

 

SATURDAY SPECIAL EVENT: 
BREAKFAST WITH THE AUTHORS 

Sit down and relax over breakfast with some exciting authors of many genres!   
Participants will be served a full breakfast and, after dining, switch tables several times to chat with the 

authors about their work.  
  

YOU MUST HAVE SPECIFICALLY PRE -REGISTERED FOR THIS EVENT TO ATTEND.  

Shari Maurer  
 * Author of YA Novel, Change of 
Heart 
* Co-author of The Parentôs Guide 
to Childrenôs Congenital Heart De-
fects 
* Advocate for organ donor registra-
tion 

David Ihde    
* author of Dad in the Box  
*  self-published author 
reflects on publishing and 
marketing his own novel 

Tina Wells  
*author of  
Mackenzie Blue  
*CEO and founder of 
Buzz Marketing 
Group 
   

Philip Beard  
*author of Dear Zoe 
and Lost in the Garden   
* deals with issues of 
loss and grief  

Daniel J. Burns  
*author of Duquesne  and  
Pittsburghôs Rivers  
* freelance writer whose 
topics include local  
Pittsburgh history and 
school safety 

Ą along with featured 
speaker, graphic novelist, 
Gareth Hinds  

Shari 
Maurer  

Tina Wells   

David Ihde   

Daniel J. Burns  

Philip Beard  

  

COMPLIMENTARY 
BOOKS FOR ALL  
PARTICIPANTS 



 

 

 


