
throughout the planning stages 

of the conference.  This con-

ference was put together by 

many hands.  Everyone on the 

PCTELA Board of Directors as 

well as several other energetic 

volunteers gave considerable 

support and took on many 

responsibilities to help actual-

ize this conference.  The 

speakers, teachers, students, 

and authors who presented at 

the conference made my job 

easy since they contributed 

great energy, took total re-

sponsibility for their roles, and 

brought important ideas to the 

surface.  I am beyond words 

with thankfulness for all of the 

time and energy people of-

fered to make this year‟s con-

ference a success. 

This experience has made me 

see what PCTELA, and NCTE 

as a whole, is really about: 

community.  No one works in 

isolation here.  Everyone lends 

a hand and what results is a 

true and pure professional 

community, one that is in con-

stant search of improvement 

for education and in constant 

search of progress for our 

students and for society.  

What remains constant is a 

supportive and collegial group 

of people of which I am hon-

ored to be part. 

By Melissa Donner 

Conference 2010 Chair 

Last year, I joined NCTE and 

registered for the Advocacy 

Day 2009 during my first year 

of teaching in Philadelphia. I 

became a teacher because of 

my beliefs in social justice and 

my trust in how liberating a 

strong education can be.  At-

tending NCTE‟s Advocacy Day 

to gain a better understanding 

of education on a political level 

naturally followed my interest 

in social justice and my role as 

a teacher who worked with 

disadvantaged students both in 

the city and, previously, on the 

Hopi Reservation.  

Everything I heard that day in 

Washington about the com-

prehensive literacy bill and 

National Day On Writing 

resonated with me, and every-

one I met shared common 

values and clearly put students 

first.  The Pennsylvania contin-

gent spent a significant part of 

the day together visiting our 

representatives‟ offices.  One 

the Pennsylvanians was this 

guy named Bob with a sharp 

mind and a warm personality.  

Bob and I talked a great deal 

that day and we found our-

selves on the same page on a 

range of issues.  Little did I 

know that Bob was our very 

own Bob Dandoy, director of 

PCTELA and long-standing and 

influential member of NCTE.  

Coming home on the train 

that evening, I reflected on all I 

had learned and everyone I 

had met and I knew I was 

hooked.  So when I received a 

call from Bob asking me if I 

wanted to organize a state-

wide event, I felt intimidated, 

honored, and enthusiastic all at 

once and I jumped at the offer. 

Determining the mission on 

this year‟s conference, 

“Reading and Writing in an 

Age of Change” made me feel 

a sense of ownership as Con-

ference Chair.  Even more 

importantly, it gave me the 

chance to make my point that 

unfortunately good schooling 

has become a political en-

deavor and source of conten-

tion.  In a democratic society 

that spouts ideas of freedom, 

this really should not be the 

case, but it‟s a reality we all 

have to face, whether we are 

educators, students, parents, 

or simply citizens that hold 

stock in this society. 

While I felt a sense of owner-

ship by deciding on the mis-

sion, I felt a huge sense of sup-

port and collaboration 

“Reading and Writing in an Age of Change,” PCTELA Conference 2010: A Reflection 
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WPCTE Conference 

March 28, 2011 

"Technology in the English/

Language Arts Classroom" 

A Call for Presenters: All 

members of WPCTE are 

invited to submit a proposal 

for a one hour session on 

any aspect of the confer-

ence theme or any topic 

related to the teaching of 

English/Language Arts, 

grades K - College.  Send an 

e-mail expressing your in-

terest and a requesting 

guidelines to 

jmanear@aol.com. 

A complimentary registra-

tion is offered to program 

participants. 

Featured Speakers: William 

Kist, Kent State University 

(Chair of the NCTE Com-

mission on Media; author of 

The Socially Networked 

Classroom: Teaching in the 

New Media Age and New 

Literacies in Action: Teach-

ing and Learning in Multiple 

Media).  Leila Christenbury, 

former editor of English 

Journal and past president 

of the NCTE and author of 

Making the Journey. 

-Concurrent Sessions and a 

Strand of Featured Speakers 

-Demonstrations 

-Hands-On Activities 

-Exhibits and Book Sale 

8 AM  - 3 PM 

Seton-La Salle High School 

(Mt. Lebanon) 

Registration by March 15: 

$50 (three teachers from 

one school @$100) 

Full Time students and re-

tired teachers: $10 

(includes continental break-

fast, lunch and a complimen-

tary book) 

Visit www.wpcte.org for 

program and registration. 

 

 

 

WPCTE English Festival 
 

May 20, 2011 (grades 4 - 6) 

June 2, 2011 (grades 7 - 12) 

 

Featured Authors: 
Grades 4 - 6: Featured Au-

thor Mary Ann Rodman, 

author of Dixie Girl 

Grades 7 - 12: Roland 

Smith, author of Elephant 

Run 

 

-Team Activities 

-Writing Contest 

-Art & Video Contest 

-Prizes 

 
Over 2000 area student 

participants from over 75 

area schools. 

 

Guidelines and Registration 

at www/wpcte.org 

2011.  This dynamic learning 

experience for K-12 teachers 

will explore how Native Ameri-

cans and Euro-Americans have 

adapted to the Upper Missis-

sippi River Valley over the past 

13,500 years, and how archae-

ology leads to an understanding 

of how human cultures change 

and adapt through time. 

The Institute will feature a one-

day excavation experience, field 

trips to archaeological sites, 

hands-on laboratory and work-

Walking beside thousand-year-

old burial mounds, flaking raw 

stone into tools, learning how 

potsherds tell us about human 

behavior, and understanding 

how humans adapt to complex, 

ever-changing environments, 

our 2011 NEH Summer Insti-

tute features all this and more. 

The Mississippi Valley Archae-

ology Center at the University 

of Wisconsin–La Crosse will 

offer a three-week NEH Sum-

mer Institute on July 11–29, 

shop activities, demonstrations, 

and classroom activities. Indi-

vidual projects will help partici-

pants tailor the content to 

their own teaching areas. Par-

ticipants receive a $2,700 sti-

pend to help offset their ex-

penses. 

Application and other informa-

tion on the Institute is available 

online at http://

www.uwlax.edu/mvac/neh.htm. 

The deadline for applications is 

March 1, 2011. 

WPCTE Conference & English Festival 

Exploring the Past: Archaeology in the Upper Mississippi River Valley 

Featured 

Authors Mary 

Ann Rodman 

and Roland 

Smith 
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Kylene Beers and Bob 

Probst, PCTELA Confer-
ence 2010 Featured 



We would like to announce 

that at the General Mem-

bership Meeting at Confer-

ence 2010, the following 

people have been elected to 

a three year term on  

PCTELA Executive Council: 

 

President: Janice Spohn 

 
Vice President for Colleges: 

Barbara Rahal 

 
Vice President for  

Secondary Schools:  

Elizabeth Shannon 

 
Vice President for Middle 

Schools: Deborah Peters 

 
Vice President for  

Elementary Schools:  

Jennifer Fleeger 

 

Secretary: Nathan Grippin 

 
Membership Secretary: 

Glenda Daulerio 

 

Treasurer: Jennifer Fox 

Jan, Barbara, Deborah, and 

Jennifer Fox are re-elected 

having served in the posi-

tions previously. Nathan and 

Elizabeth are moving to new 

positions but have been on 

the board. 

We would like to spotlight 

the two new members on 

the board. 

Jennifer Fleeger is a Grade 2 

teacher at Moniteau School 

District in West Sunbury, 

PA, currently in 13th year of 

teaching.  Her education is a  

B.S. in Elementary and Spe-

cial Education from Slippery 

Rock University. She is mar-

ried to Chris and has 2 

daughters Mikayla who is 6 

and Miranda who is 2. Al-

though having no previous 

association with PCTELA or 

NCTE, she is looking for-

ward to bringing an elemen-

tary perspective to the or-

ganization. 

Glenda Daulerio joined the 

faculty of Germantown 

Academy (GA) in Fort 

Washington, PA in 1976 and 

is presently a middle school 

English teacher, advisor, and 

reading specialist.  In addi-

tion, Glenda heads the mid-

dle school softball program 

and the Reading Olympics 

team as well as assists with 

the middle school girls' bas-

ketball program and co-

sponsors the Community 

Service Organization. 

Elected a member of GA's 

honorary alumni class, the 

Class of 1760, Glenda has 

also served as a Head Advi-

sor, Director of Admissions, 

and Director of Annual Giv-

ing and Parent Volunteer 

Programs at the school. 

Glenda graduated from 

Chestnut Hill College with a 

B.S. in Elementary Education 

and earned a M.S. in Educa-

tion and reading specialist 

certification from the Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania.  

A member of NCTE and 

ALAN for many years, 

Glenda served as the Coor-

dinator of Special Services 

for the NCTE Conference, 

held in Philadelphia in No-

vember, 2009. She joined 

PCTELA in 2008 and, along 

with other members of the 

Board of Directors, repre-

sented PA at NCTE's Lead-

ership Conference in Indian-

apolis this past summer.  

She is also co-chair of the 

2011 PCTELA Conference 

in November.   

Glenda lives with her family 

in Fort Washington, PA. 

 

PCTELA Executive Council 

Welcome new 

Board Members 

Jennifer Fleeger 

and Glenda 

Daulerio 
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Columnist Kendal  

Rauthzan, Featured 
Speaker at Conference 

2011 

Bob Dandoy and Jen 

Gabler - NCTE/

PCTELA Secondary 

Teacher of Excellence 

at NCTE Orlando.  Jen 

has been named 

Conference 2012 Co-

chair along with Marci 

Stover.   

 

Congratulations and 

THANK YOU! 

 



By Anne M. Slanina, PA Author and Educator and past PCTELA presenter 

 

The early childhood educator (pre-K through third grade) can lay the groundwork for mak-

ing writing enjoyable and prevent a future disdain for writing.  By recognizing the character-

istics of young children, educators can plan developmentally appropriate activities that have 

the potential to nurture writing development.    

Characteristics of Young Children 
-Egotistical 

-Short attention span 

-Still developing large and small muscle control 

-When it comes to language, they can understand much more than they could produce.   

-A great deal of what they learn takes place in a social context. 

-Learn naturally through play. 

Implications for Writing Development 
Provide a print-rich environment with ample opportunity for free exploration and social 

interaction.  Each learning area should provide opportunities for writing in an authentic 

context. 

Allow writing to evolve naturally, beginning with “scribbling.”   Prompt children to 

“write” stories about their lives and then allow the children to “read” their stories to 

the class. 

Allow ample opportunity for exploration with materials that enhance small muscle de-

velopment such as: clay, play dough, scissors, crayons, paint brushes, pencils, etc.   Pro-

vide large paper to paint and write on.  Avoid projects that force young children to 

“color in the lines,” write neatly on the printed lines, or cut neatly before their fine mo-

tor skills are developed. 

Recognize that all literacy development is interconnected and allow opportunities for 

reading, writing, speaking. 

The Stages of Writing Development 
1. Scribbling - making controlled marks to experiment with the visual appearance of writ-

ing. 

2. Linear/Repetitive Drawing - making marks that more closely resemble their own lan-

guage system, cursive in English.  

3. Letter-like forms - making marks that look almost like letters.  

4. Letters and Early Word-Symbol Relationships - making symbols or letters that repre-

sent entire words.  

5. Invented Spelling - writing that demonstrates the knowledge of sound-letter relation-

ships of the structure of words, and of some grammatical rules.  

6. Standard Spelling - writing that demonstrates the knowledge that words have a standard 

spelling.  

Practical Strategies for Promoting Literacy Development 
Label everything in the room: door, clock, etc. 

Use a “sign-in” sheet: allow the children to “write” their own names to signify their at-

tendance. 

Take dictation and label the child's drawings. 

Accept all writing as valid from scribbles to standard spelling by acknowledging and al-

lowing the child to talk about it. 

Provide models in daily life such as grocery lists, letters, notes; and many opportunities 

using materials like paper, crayons, pencils, and markers. 

 

...continued on next page. 

Supporting Young Authors 

“...educators 

can plan 

developmentally 

appropriate 

activities that 

have the 

potential to 

nurture writing 

development.” 

Page 4 THE PCTELA NEWSLETTER 

Find us on the 

web at : 

 

www.pctela.org 

http://www.prairienet.org/buildingblocks/glossary.shtml
http://www.prairienet.org/buildingblocks/glossary.shtml


Journal Ideas to Encourage Parent Involvement 
Send home a letter to parents about keeping a family journal.  Any time the family goes on a 

vacation, each family member should write about the vacation in the journal.  A “vacation” 

could be any time that the family goes away for an extended period of time.  Going to visit 

another family member could count!  The family should read about their previous vacation 

before embarking on another one.  Young children should be encouraged to draw a picture 

about their favorite part of the trip.  Parents could write down the child‟s dictation for de-

scribing the picture. 

 

Adopt a special stuffed animal as the classroom “pet” and send it home with a different child 

each week.  Each day the child should record, with a parent‟s help, what he/she did with the 

pet.  Where did the pet go? What did it do for the day?  A fun twist is to encourage the child 

to write from the pet‟s perspective.  Make sure the journal goes to each family so that each 

family could read about where the pet has been. 

Ideas for Incorporating Writing into Learning Areas 
Block Center 

Building supply catalogs 

Lumber/materials order forms 

Pictures of a variety of types of buildings: houses, barns, apartment complexes, etc. 

Measuring tapes and clipboard with paper and pencil attached 

 

Housekeeping Center 

Telephone message pad 

Telephone books 

Grocery list pad 

Checkbooks 

Envelopes and stationary 

Greeting cards and invitation cards 

Coupons 

Calendar 

Take-out menus 

Bills 

Stamps 

Variety of writing utensils 
Recipes 

 

Dramatic Play Area (Change frequently according to the theme being explored) 
 

Include props related to theme. Some suggestions include: 

Grocery store: cash register, food boxes, coupons 
Firefighters: Equipment checklist, sign-in/out sheet for firefighters, telephone, fire report 

forms, directions for putting out fires, emergency numbers forms (adapt for Police offi-

cers or 911 call center) 
Doctor‟s office: appointment sheets, sign –in sheets, forms to record temperature and 

blood-pressure of the patients, patient records folders, scales and height charts  with 

forms to record weight and height 

Theater with puppets for dramatizing stories pads of paper for writing “scripts” 

Post Office: papers, stamps, envelopes (a great use of “junk” mail!) 

...continued on next page. 

Supporting Young Authors 

To submit an 

article for the 

next newsletter, 

e-mail us at 

pctelanews 

@gmail.com 
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Kylene Beers signs a book 

for a PCTELA member at 

Conference 2010 



Writing Center 

Variety of writing tools 

Book-binding materials 

Area to display children‟s writing 

Children‟s picture dictionaries and other reference books 

Alphabet chart, word cards 

Computer and printer 

Variety of paper choices: lined and unlined 

 
Library Center 

Library cards to “check out” books 

Board books 

Picture books with a range of reading levels 
Props for retelling stories 

 
References 

Mayesky, M.. (2002). Creative activities for young children. Albany, NY: Delmar. 

 
McGee, L. & Richgels, D. (2008). Literacy‟s beginnings: supporting young readers and writ-

ers. Boston: Pearson. 

 
Moomaw, S. &  Hieronymus, B. (2001).  More than letters: literacy activities for preschool, 

kindergarten, and first grade. Redleaf Press.  

 
Tompkins, G. (1998). Language arts: content and teaching strategies. Columbus, OH: 

Merrill. 

 
Vannoy, M. &  Spangler, K. (2000). Let's begin reading right: a developmental approach to 

emergent literacy, 4e. Prentice Hall. 

 

Web sites 
Ten Pointers on Evaluating a Young Child's Writing By Susan Fleming. Currents in Literacy. 

Hood Children's Literacy Project.  

http://www.lesley.edu/academic_centers/hood/currents/v1n2/10pointers.html  

Talking About Me:  Activities for toddlers. Building Muscles for Writing. America Read-

sChallenge: Ready*Set*Read for Families. 

http://www.ed.gov/Family/RSRforFamily/toddlers.html 

Supporting Young Authors 

Become a fan 

of PCTELA on 

Facebook!  Find 

the link through 

our website at 

www.pctela.org! 
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By Patricia Bell 

Karns City High School 

 
In Alan Cohen‟s book, 

“Wisdom of the Heart”, he 

explains the characters/

symbols used in ancient 

Chinese language, to form 

the word “busy” are two 

separate characters, and 

each character translates 

into the words  “killing” and 

“heart” (Cohen 2002). 

 
There are enough sayings 

around about being too 

busy. Stop and smell the 

roses. You only go around 

once. But, this interpreta-

tion from an ancient civiliza-

tion brings back to reality 

what actually happens when 

we become too busy. 

 
It kills the heart. 

 
In education, busy takes on 

a whole new meaning. How 

many teachers, each year, 

spend the first several days 

of school doing clerical 

work, filling forms, looking 

up new software programs 

suggested by the administra-

tion, getting grade book up 

and running, and all little to 

do with the goal of educat-

ing the children? By the time 

the students arrive, teachers 

are already overwhelmed. 

That overwhelmed feeling 

lasts the year. 

There are districts who 

maintain a regimen of scho-

lastic benchmarks of where 

to be on what day in what 

text.  The killing of the 

heart can occur when not 

enough oxygen arrives to 

the brain, to tell it to 

breath. When edicts dictate 

how much material must be 

consumed, there is no time 

for the brain to breathe. All 

the air, creative and analyti-

cal is sucked out in the 

blindsided tunneling for the 

sake of saying, “We are 

here in this book”. And 

what of the students? It is a 

twisting in the wind, as 

teachers struggle to make 

sure no child is left behind 

while meeting administrative 

theories. Some believe if we 

keep the “standards” high, 

and the benchmarks unmov-

able, students will eventually 

rise to the mark. Unfortu-

nately, like a high jumper, 

there are some heights an 

individual just will not make. 

In education, when we keep 

the students busy, with no 

time to breathe, marking 

their next high jump of 

knowledge, there will be 

injury. We will break the 

heart. We will break the 

spirit. 

 

I propose a drastic thought. 

In each educational day 

there will be required a 30 

minute period when the 

entire system restores the 

heart by breathing. The en-

tire school STOPS. Music is 

played. Fruits and vegetables 

are distributed. Students 

and teachers engage in dis-

cussion and conversation. 

Everyone takes a deep 

breath, and staves off the 

busy demon. We re-

evaluate where we are. We 

plot the next step. We col-

lect and redistribute where 

necessary. 

 

I am not a radical hippie. In 

the scheme of things, I just 

wonder out loud, what edu-

cation would look like if we 

paid attention to the heart. I 

wonder what our schools 

would look like, if our man-

tra was not Standard but 

Extraordinary, if we paid 

attention to “the busy”.  I 

do know one thing. No one 

can run the long distance 

without catching the second 

wind, and no one catches 

the second wind if there is 

no chance to breathe. 

繁忙 - Busy 

“I wonder what 

our schools 

would look like, if 

your mantra was 

not Standard but 

Extraordinary…” 
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Author Lois Lowry and PCTELA Membership Secretary 

Glenda Daulerio at Conference 2010 



By Nathan Grippin 

I had the pleasure this sum-

mer of attending the NCTE 

Affiliate Leadership meeting 

in Indianapolis, and what an 

experience it was.  Meeting 

with educators from Ken-

tucky to Hawaii in a smaller, 

more intimate setting was 

incredible because we were 

able to share the same joys 

and frustrations not only in 

teaching but also in working 

with our separate affiliates.  

At the NCTE Conventions, 

I am always amazed to dis-

cover that problems I face 

are not unique to my rural 

school setting.  Now that I 

have had the opportunity to 

meet with leaders of affili-

ates from across the nation, 

I realize that the joys and 

frustrations PCTELA has are 

the same throughout all 

affiliates.  Knowing we are 

not alone is refreshing and 

encouraging. 
 

Over the course of the two 

and a half days we spent 

planning, discussing, and 

listening, some of the same 

topics kept creeping into 

the conversations.  We dis-

cussed the importance of 

increasing the diversity 

within the affiliates, including 

diversity in age, region, eth-

nicity, socio-economics, and 

learning differences.  One 

way to do this is to get the 

affiliates to grow.  Ideas 

given to us by the present-

ers, speakers, and other 

affiliate members included: 

building relationships, sup-

porting outreach programs 

(awards luncheons, shadow 

day), encouraging the sup-

port of elementary teachers 

in the affiliate, continuing to 

enhance our website by 

providing and encouraging 

egroup conversations and 

networking within the affili-

ate membership.  We also 

discussed the importance of 

inviting administrators and 

members of the state de-

partment of education to 

serve in the affiliate.  What 

a wonderful way to pro-

mote advocacy! 
 

During one session, one 

group discussed ways to 

recognize what we do as 

professionals.  We could 

participate in the NCTE 

Then & Now centennial 

celebration, create an honor 

roll of affiliate members and 

milestones, help to update 

Pennsylvania‟s literary map, 

contribute to the National 

Gallery of Writing, recog-

nize PA writers, hold local 

“Favorite Teacher” con-

tests, or create an NPR-like 

Storycorps focus on stories 

from teachers and students. 
 

All attendees at this leader-

ship meeting were treated 

to a sneak preview of the 

NCTE Centennial video 

which will be premiered at 

the Convention in Orlando.  

Viewers are in for an 

enlightening and informative 

treat. 
 

Now that the meeting is 

over, the question remains, 

how do we grow from here, 

PCTELA?   The answer?  

Getting YOU involved.  

the NCTE conference and 

publishes The ALAN Re-

view three times a year. 

ALAN‟s two-day program at 

NCTE‟s annual conference 

features dozens of well-

known educators and au-

thors, providing attendees 

numerous opportunities for 

discussion with leaders in 

the field through presenta-

tions, book-signings, panel 

discussions, and small-group 

sessions. The popular ALAN 

ALAN, the Assembly on 

Literature for Adolescents, 

is one of NCTE‟s special-

interest groups, designed to 

showcase the use of young 

adult literature in the class-

room.  Founded in 1973, 

the group consists of a lively 

mixture of knowledgeable 

teachers, authors, librarians, 

publishers, teacher educa-

tors and their students. 

ALAN celebrates young 

adult literature each fall with 

its national workshop during 

breakfast showcases a major 

author of adolescent litera-

ture.  Through these events, 

ALAN gives those attending 

a chance to learn of the 

latest in young adult litera-

ture as well as develop a 

greater understanding of the 

authors of those books.  

Please visit www.alan-ya.org 

to join or for more informa-

tion. 

NCTE Affiliate Leadership Meeting 

ALAN 

“...I am always 

amazed to 

discover that 

problems I face 

are not unique 

to my rural 

school setting.” 
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PCTELA members at 
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By Jane Blystone 

Mercyhurst College 

Erie, PA 

Fisher, Doug, and Nancy 

Frey. Word Wise and 

Content Rich, Grades 7-

12: Five Essential Steps 

to Teaching Academic 

Vocabulary. Chicago: 

Heinemann, 2008.  

 
Developing a strong content 

vocabulary is one of the 

prime ways content teach-

ers develop background 

knowledge in adolescent 

learners.  Fisher and Fry 

frame this idea with five 

essential steps of vocabulary 

instruction.  These five es-

sential components provide 

variety and options for all 

learners to acquire content 

vocabulary.  

 
Make it Intentional: Using a 

tiered approach to vocabu-

lary development, Fisher 

and Frey, challenge the 

teacher to intentionally de-

velop content area vocabu-

lary lists that are separated 

into general tier, specialized 

tier and technical tier cate-

gories for specific instruc-

tional purposes.  The ques-

tions the authors pose to 

guide this selection fall into 

the following categories: 

representation, repeatabil-

ity, transportability, contex-

tual analysis, structure analy-

sis and cognitive load.  Their 

stance requires that content 

teachers “know that they 

have to choose words, 

know from where to 

choose the words, and 

know how to categorize the 

words for instruction,” 

which are essential to deep 

learning. 

 
Make it Transparent: Once 

the teacher has chosen the 

words, Fisher and Frey con-

tent that the teacher needs 

to make these words trans-

parent to the learner 

through modeling how to 

use context clues, morphol-

ogy and word parts, and 

outside resources to anchor 

acquisition of the new 

words. 

 
Make it Useable: Building 

content vocabulary through 

peer talk is another essen-

tial step in the Fisher and 

Frey framework. This can 

be accomplished in pairs, 

small groups or whole 

group discussion, because 

the oral use of language is 

crucial to embedding it into 

the long-term memory for 

use at later times with the 

content area.  The authors 

also promote the use of 

graphic organizers to an-

chor vocabulary. These in-

clude: Venn diagrams, clus-

tering, sequence processing, 

charts and matrices, T-

charts, KWL charts to 

chunk and sort information.  

Playing with words is key to 

this essential step. 

 
Make it Personal: In this 

step, students are chal-

lenged to make the vocabu-

lary their own by developing 

mnemonic devices, sorting 

approaches and consolidat-

ing strategies.  Many of the 

strategies presented in this 

section guide students to 

build a repertoire of strong 

vocabulary development 

tools on their own. 

 
Make it a Priority: Vocabu-

lary instruction must be a 

school-wide priority. Teach-

ers and administrators can 

support vocabulary through 

school-wide word of the 

day, and wide reading pro-

grams that provide differen-

tiated approaches for all 

students. 

 
This text, paired with 50 

Content Area Strategies for 

Adolescent Literacy, also 

authored by Fisher, Frey 

and two others, establishes 

a strong approach to vo-

cabulary development for all 

students that is „word wise 

and content rich.‟ 

 
Works Cited 

 
Brozo, William G., Douglas 

B. Fisher, Nancy Frey, and 

Gay Ivey. 50 Content Area 

Strategies for Adolescent 

Literacy (50 Teaching 

Strategies Series). Spi ed. 

Alexandria, VA: Prentice 

Hall, 2006. Print.  

 

Fisher, Doug, and Nancy 

Frey. Word Wise and Con-

tent Rich, Grades 7-12: Five 

Essential Steps to Teaching 

Academic Vocabulary. Chi-

cago: Heinemann, 2008.  

Book Review 

“Teachers and 

administrator 

can support 

vocabulary 

through school-

wide word  of 

the day…” 
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In March 2011, the Interna-

tional Sigma Tau Delta Con-

vention will convene in 

Pittsburgh. Sigma Tau Delta, 

the International English 

Honor Society for university 

and college students, will 

bring some 800 members 

and faculty sponsors to the 

Pittsburgh Hilton from 

March 23-26, 2011. The 

honor society recognizes 

outstanding achievement in 

English studies; members 

also engage in community 

events which focus on Eng-

lish and literacy.  

 
One program that Sigma 

Tau Delta sponsors is Na-

tional English Honor Society 

for High Schools (NEHS). 

Launched in 2004, NEHS 

has grown to over 400 

chapters in the United 

States, with two interna-

tional chapters as well. 

NEHS promotes academic 

excellence in the English 

language arts for igh school 

students passionate about 

the discipline. Students and 

their advisors engage in ex-

tended learning opportuni-

ties as they study literature 

and language, serve their 

schools and communities by 

developing and carrying out 

service projects, and de-

velop deeper appreciations 

for the written, spoken, and 

visual arts. Members of 

NEHS are also eligible to vie 

for $11,000 worth of schol-

arships each year by partici-

pating in a competitive essay 

writing process. 

 
For the Pittsburgh conven-

tion, NEHS is sponsoring 

the appearance of Jacqueline 

Woodson, renowned au-

thor of children‟s books and 

young adult novels. Ms. 

Woodson is the recipient of 

numerous awards, including 

a Caldecott Honor, the 

Newbery Honor Medal, and 

was a National Book Award 

Finalist for Locomotion, 

which also won the Coretta 

Scott King Honor. Ms. 

Woodson will speak on 

Wednesday evening, March 

23, at the Pittsburgh Hilton. 

Area high school students, 

accompanied by their teach-

ers, may attend this event 

free of charge. However, 

advance reservations must 

be made by contacting Dave 

Wendelin, NEHS Director, 

at dwendelin@niu.edu. 

Plans are also underway to 

allow Ms. Woodson to visit 

two local schools during the 

day of March 23 as a visiting 

author/scholar. 

 
A number of Pittsburgh high 

schools already have Na-

tional English Honor Society 

chapters, but there‟s plenty 

of room to grow in this area 

as well as across Pennsyl-

vania. We invite interested 

schools, teachers, and stu-

dents to visit our website, 

www.nehs.us, for more in-

formation about starting a 

chapter. This dynamic and 

growing honor society is 

making a difference in the 

lives of its members in many 

positive ways. Please con-

sider joining us! For further 

information, please contact 

Dave Wendelin, Director, 

at dwendelin@comcast.net. 

English Honors Societies’ Convention Coming to Pittsburgh 

PCTELA Members In Orlando - NCTE 2010 

The honor 

society 

recognizes 

outstanding 

achievement in 

English studies. 
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Building Community Though 

Collaboration 

 
Conference 2011 will at-

tempt to foster collabora-

tion among leaders within 

our communities both in-

side and outside of our 

schools. Cooperative pro-

jects and planning among 

classroom teachers and 

other professionals will as-

sist classroom teachers in 

dealing with the demands of 

ELA standards, helping them 

to more effectively move 

students toward meeting 

the standards while also 

producing lessons that will 

resonate with students long 

after they leave our class-

rooms.  Furthermore, it is 

important to focus on the 

influence of Professional 

Learning Communities 

(PLCs) in generating and 

maintaining a positive Single 

School Culture.  Both stu-

dents and teachers benefit 

from the collective exper-

tise and talents of a collabo-

rative community. 

 
At this conference we 

will explore the follow-

ing questions: 
1. How can collaboration 

aid in the implementa-

tion of English and lan-

guage arts standards? 
2. How can interdiscipli-

nary studies foster 

community in our 

schools? 
3. How do we balance our 

desire to expose stu-

dents to the classics 

while incorporating 

contemporary texts 

into the curriculum 

4. How do we utilize 

modern technology to 

build a bridge between 

the classroom and the 

global community – 

thus helping students to 

become better critical 

readers, writers, and 

thinkers? 
5. How can creative peda-

gogical techniques assist 

student achievement 

while improving their 

performance on assess-

ments? 

 
Conference 2011 Call 

for Proposals and Basic 

Conference Information 

is now available at 

www.pctela.org.  Dead-

line for submissions is 

March 18th, 2011. 

As we move forward, I will 

be looking for new and 

creative ways to bring the 

membership the information 

it needs, and hope many of 

you will offer your submis-

sions.  Specifically, we are 

looking for: 

 
Reflective essays and 

commentaries about 

teaching and issues in 

education. 
Book reviews (both 

professional and other-

wise). 
Web reviews and sug-

gestions 

 

Hello Everyone, 

 
My name is Jonathan DeBor 

and I would like to intro-

duce myself as the new edi-

tor of the PCTELA newslet-

ter.  I am thrilled to join in 

the process as I met many 

of you at the NCTE conven-

tion in Philadelphia and am 

looking forward to getting 

more involved .  As for my 

“day job” I teach English 

Literature and hold the po-

sition of Technology Direc-

tor at The Neighborhood 

Academy, a small private 

school in the City of Pitts-

burgh. 

Lastly, I would like to thank 

all the contributors of this 

issue, who helped make this 

first issue a smooth and easy 

transition. 

 
I look forward to hearing 

from many of you, and 

please don‟t hesitate to con-

tact me with any and all 

suggestions and questions. 

 
To submit any and all mate-

rial, please contact the 

PCTELA Newsletter at 

pctelanews@gmail.com.  

PCTELA Conference 2011 

New Newsletter Editor 

October 14 & 15, 

2011 at the Four 

Points Sheraton 

Pittsburgh North 

in Cranberry 

Township, PA. 

 

Featured speakers 

will include Carol 

Jago, Chris 

Crutcher, Gareth 

Hinds, and many, 

many more! 
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1359 Becthel Street 
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Janice Spohn 
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Barbara Rahal 

Vice President for Colleges and 
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110 Beau Drive 
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Elizabeth Shannon 

Vice President for Secondary Schools 

929 Fairfield Lane 

McDonald PA 15057 

eshannon@westallegheny.k12.pa.us 

 

Deborah Peters 

Vice President for Middle Schools 

10030 Weiss Road 

Breinigsville PA 18031 

petersd@nwlehighsd.org 

 

 

Allison Irwin 

2011 Conference Co-Chair 

7 Pelham Drive 

Coatesville, PA 19320 

airwin@chesteruplandsd.org 

 

David Long 

SLATE Representative 

217 East King Street 

Shippensburg PA 17257 

dlong@westperry.org 

 

Diane Waff 

Writing Project Liaison 

4000 Gypsy Lane #324 

Philadelphia, PA 19129 

 

Jonathan DeBor 

Newsletter Editor 
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PCTELA Executive Council 

pctela.org 

NOTICE 
 
THIS IS THE FINAL 

PAPER OF THE 

NEWSLETTER 

THAT WILL BE 

MAILED TO THE 

ENTIRE MEMBER-

SHIP. In the future, as 

long as we have your 

current e-mail address 

on file, we will send you 

the issues electronically. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE 

TO CONTINUE TO 

RECEIVE A PAPER 

COPY, send your name 

and address to PCTELA, 

PO Box 2327, Butler, PA 

16033-2327 by April 

15th, 2011. 


