
choices in language—
verbal and body lan-
guage—really made me 
aware of what I could do 
to improve my practice. 
Before this process, I nev-
er put too much thought 
into making groups unless 
I had a student who was 
difficult in groups.  Now, I 
think carefully about who 
is in what group and 
why.  For example, I real-
ized when I put all my qui-
et girls in a group, they're 
all suddenly talking.  And 
when I put all my leaders 
and talkers in a group, 
they learn to listen to 

each other.   
 
While I won’t know until 
December if I earned the 
certification for my four 
portfolios and six tests, 
the journey really was the 
important part of this pro-
cess.  I have already im-
proved my practice and 
my relationships with the 
community.  If I do earn 
the National Certification, 
it will just be the icing on 

the cake.  

Kate Hoffmann 
State College Area High 

School 
 
Last year at this time, I 
decided to pursue Nation-
al Board Certification.  
When I began the process 
of becoming a candidate, I 
had no idea it would 
transform me as a teacher 
in the ways it has. I think 
the most profound impact 
it has had on my practice 
is the way I involve the 
community, and the value 
of continued reflection 
upon my teaching prac-

tice.  
 
Due to this certification 
process, I reexamined my 
relationship with parents 
and I have embraced my 
community in ways I had-
n't thought to before.  For 
example, I met with a par-
ent who has an extensive 
background in storytell-
ing.  She shared with me a 
number of books to read, 
we talked about the im-
portance to stories, and 
why storytelling was rele-
vant and important, and 
how I could incorporate 
storytelling into my class-
room. In fact, I invited her 

in to work with my classes 
one day and they abso-
lutely loved the lesson. I 
invited another parent in 
to my classroom to talk 
about the affordances of 
different texts.  He is a 
novelist and also writes 
short stories and scripts 
for comic books, and not 
only did he come in to 
talk about writing, he 
came in a few weeks later 
when we were making 
our own graphic novels to 
act as an advisor for the 
students as they complet-
ed their work.  Finally, I 
held an informal parent/
student book group on a 
Wednesday night.  I had 
about 15 parents and stu-
dents who showed up (in 
a snowstorm) to talk 
about the book. It was a 
revelation to have conver-
sations with parents out-
side of the craziness of 

back to school night.  
Additionally, what I have 
discovered through this 
certification process is 
essentially how to be a 
more mindful teacher in 
the classroom. Having to 
videotape myself teaching 
and watch and re-watch 
that film to consider my 

The Perks of National Board Certification Process 
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Allison Irwin 

Deputy Executive Director 

www.textproject.org 
 
The Text Project, originally 
founded in California, is a non
-profit group specifically in-
terested in early read-
ers.  Their website offers a 
relatively small amount of 
resources; however, what 
they lack in quantity they 
make up for in quality. Here 
you will find free summer 

reading texts for elementary 
grades (you will need to print 
them or have students access 
them online), vocabulary in-
struction that relies on clus-
tering new words into mean-
ingful collections, and helpful 
tips for implementing the new 
Common Core State Stand-
ards (CCSS).  Even though 
this site is geared toward 
young readers, the infor-
mation and advice can be 
adapted and applied to middle
-level learners – especially 

struggling readers.  One thing 
I found particularly helpful for 
the middle and even high 
school grades was a docu-
ment with 25 English/Spanish 
cognates.  English Language 
Learners (ELLs) could even 
expand this list on their own 
as they learn more English 
vocabulary and become more 
familiar with the English lan-
guage.  It is a wonderful web-
site for elementary and all 
teachers, and it is a “must 

see.” 

mission from the osteosar-

coma that took his right leg. 

Green, New York Times 

bestselling author of Look-

ing for Alaska, effectively 

portrays the reality of living 

with cancer at a young age 

and the implications of the 

disease, not only for pa-

tients themselves, but also 

for the people who love 

them. 

While full of Green’s stylis-

tic eloquence and wit, The 

Fault in Our Stars helps 

readers understand how 

cancer patients are more 

than their disease by putting 

them in the shoes of an ado-

lescent struggling through 

immense chronic pain while 

Nicole Stouffer 

Shippensburg University 

Green, John. The Fault in 

Our Stars. New York, NY: 

Dutton Books, 2012. Print. 

Working as a student chap-

lain at a children’s hospital 

would have a profound ef-

fect on anyone. For ac-

claimed young adult author 

John Green, the experience 

inspired him to write this 

young adult novel. Hazel, 

the sixteen-year-old protag-

onist of The Fault in Our 

Stars, is living with terminal 

cancer. While attending a 

support group for other 

adolescents with cancer, she 

meets and falls in love with 

Augustus, a teenager in re-

also striving to maintain a 

“normal” life. Though stu-

dents may not have experi-

enced a chronic, life-

threatening illness, they are 

likely struggling through 

other painful issues in their 

own lives and, as C.S. Lewis 

observed, “We read to 

know that we are not 

alone.” For students, the 

novel introduces numerous 

characters that they can 

relate to and that they will 

not soon forget. The Fault 

in Our Stars is bold, raw, 

and hands-down one of John 

Green’s most profound 

novels to date.  

 

 

The Text Project 

Book Review 

Book Review 
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Allison Irwin 

Deputy Executive Director 

On Friday May 18th PCTELA 

hosted our inaugural Pulse of 

PCTELA regional event!  

We’ve designed these profes-

sional development meetings to 

be free, fun, and focused on 

local issues in literacy educa-

tion.  For the Lancaster, PA 

region, we decided to meet at 

an eclectic group of artisanal 

shops called Building Charac-

ter.  The small group of teach-

ers in attendance represented a 

wide variety of professional 

backgrounds including adult 

literacy education, teacher 

education, elementary educa-

tion, reading specialists, special 

education, family and consumer 

sciences, and middle school 

English Language Arts.  Togeth-

er we discussed some of the 

successes and challenges of 

literacy education on a local 

and national level. I am always 

impressed by the powerful 

results that can be obtained 

when educators of various 

disciplines, grade levels, and 

backgrounds come together to 

tackle issues within literacy 

education.   

It will not be hard for you to 

believe, as a teacher, that we 

were able to share many per-

sonal successes from our class-

rooms.  Most importantly, as 

literacy educators, we have the 

unique opportunity to change a 

student’s perspective on read-

ing, writing, and learning in 

general for better or for 

worse.  One middle level 

teacher shared a novel she 

read with her students called 

Touching Spirit Bear by Ben 

Mikaelsen.  Though it might not 

be considered academically 

rigorous, her students burst 

into conversation about the 

themes and issues this book 

highlights: anger, adolescence, 

forgiveness.  Another teacher 

at the elementary level told of 

her book clubs (think Litera-

ture Circles without the job 

assignments).  She said this was 

difficult for students to master 

early in the year; however, 

when implemented toward the 

end of the year after proper 

modeling, students were excit-

ed to plan their own reading 

schedule and analyze the book 

through academically appropri-

ate conversation within the 

classroom.  Through proper 

modeling she was able to be-

come a facilitator of students’ 

autonomous learning experi-

ences within each small group – 

isn’t that something we all 

strive for? 

The challenges we discussed 

can best be represented in the 

form of questions.  I would 

encourage anyone reading this 

to join our conversation at the 

next regional meeting or by 

sending in your own questions.  

This is but a short list from 

Lancaster County teachers, but 

they will certainly hit a cord 

with other districts across PA 

as well. 

How do you learn about lan-

guage when you cannot hear 

language? What strategies can 

we develop for teaching stu-

dents who do not approach 

literacy in a (primarily) visual or 

auditory way?  

CONSISTENCY is needed 

across disciplines on a school-

wide and district-wide level.  

How can we get administrators 

more involved in professional 

development for literacy so we 

can all be on the same page? 

Who will decide how to inter-

pret the new Common Core 

Standards?  What will happen if 

(when) there are multiple in-

terpretations of the CC? Or if 

(when) there are misunder-

standings about how to imple-

ment these new standards 

effectively? 

There needs to be more col-

laboration between teacher 

education programs and cur-

rent-service teachers. We need 

to support pre-service teachers 

early and they need to know 

what is happening in real class-

rooms within their local region!  

For a full list of successes, chal-

lenges, and resources we un-

covered during this event, 

please email me so I can send 

you the PDF document with all 

the details.  And please consid-

er attending a Pulse of PCTELA 

event in your region! 

 

 

 

Pulse of PCTELA Regional Meeting 

Pamela Rutt and Allison Irwin at the Pulse 

of PCTELA event in Lancaster, PA"  



Evan Hallman 

Shippensburg University 

Connelly, Neil. The Miracle 

Stealer. New York, NY: Ar-

thur Levine/Scholastic, 2010. 

Print. 

When talking with Neil Con-

nelly, one cannot help but feel 

a sense of wonder at the 

stories that roll effortlessly 

out of his mouth. A professor 

of creative writing at Ship-

pensburg University, Connelly 

is a master of his craft, weav-

ing intricate narratives and 

drawing his readers in close 

to his characters. His third 

and most recent novel, The 

Miracle Stealer, is a beautiful 

example of Connelly at the 

top of his game. The novel 

tells the story of Andi Grant, 

runner, groundskeeper, and 

concerned older sister, and 

Daniel, her younger brother 

turned divine healer. And 

while the town of Paradise, 

Pennsylvania, believes whole-

heartedly in Daniels’ powers, 

Andi is not so willing to give 

herself over to this fanaticism, 

wanting only for her brother 

to lead a normal life. After 

Daniel begins to acquire 

some dangerous followers, 

Andi springs into action to 

protect the innocent soul of 

her baby brother and her 

plan is born: The Anti-

Miracle. 

The Miracle Stealer is a 

chilling tale of the clash be-

tween faith and pragmatism. 

A thought-provoking text for 

students and teachers alike, 

the novel takes a look at 

small town life, the dangers of 

blind faith, and the things that 

tie us all together. As Connel-

ly’s character Andi states, “I 

believe that some things, 

things right here on earth, 

have the potential to make us 

reconsider the real possibility 

that God can touch us.” 

While the novel does wrestle 

with the touchy issue of reli-

gion, that should not be a put

-off, for Connelly handles 

faith with nuance and sensitiv-

ity, leaving readers ultimately 

contemplating the spiritual 

importance of hope. Though 

everyone may not agree on 

the nature of God, what they 

can agree on is that The Mira-

cle Stealer does have the real 

possibility to make us con-

template how faith can affect 

our communities and rela-

tionships. 

NCTE Annual Convention 

2012 – “Dream, Connect, 

Ignite” – Las Vegas, NV – 

November 15 – 18, 2012 

PCTELA Executive Council 

Meeting – Lancaster, PA – 

March 24, 2012 

NCTE Leadership Meeting – 

July 13 – 15, 2012 – St. Lou-

is, MO 

PCTELA State Conference 

2012 – “Voices of Literacy:  

A Celebration of Reading 

and Writing” - October 26 

and 27, 2012 Marriott Lan-

caster at Penn Square, Lan-

caster, PA 

PCTELA State Conference 

2013 – October 25 and 26, 

2013 Penn Stater Confer-

ence Center, State College, 

PA 

 

Book Review 

Upcoming Events - Mark Your Calendar 

Upcoming 

Events 
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Jane Feber’s innovative ap-
proach to instruction has 
earned her several awards 
including the AMLE Distin-
guished Educator Award, the 
Gladys Prior Award for Teach-
ing Excellence, Florida Council 
of Teachers of English Teacher 
of the Year, Duval County, FL, 
Teacher of the Year, and the 
NCTE Edwin A. Hoey Award.  
Jane is a National Board Certi-
fied Teacher, the author of 
Creative Book Reports: Fun Pro-
jects with Rubrics for Fiction and 
Nonfiction, Active Word Play, and 
Student Engagement is FUNda-
mental.  She is also a contrib-
uting author for the 2012/2010 
Prentice Hall literature series.  
After 36 years in the classroom 
teaching 6th, 7th, and 8th grade 
language arts, Jane is currently 
consulting, substituting, and 
presenting at conferences 

across the country. 

 
Lisa Yee's debut novel, Millicent 
Min, Girl Genius, won the pres-
tigious Sid Fleischman Humor 
Award. With over 1.5 million 
books in print, her other nov-
els for young people include 

Stanford Wong Flunks Big-
Time, So Totally Emily Ebers, 
Absolutely Maybe, and a series 
about a 4th grader, Bobby vs. 
Girls (Accidentally) and Bobby 
the Brave (Sometimes).  Lisa is 
also the author of American 
Girl's Kanani books and Good 
Luck, Ivy. Her latest novel, 
Warp Speed, is about a Star 
Trek geek who gets beat up 
everyday at school. A Thurber 
House Children's Writer-in-
Residence, Lisa's books have 
been named a NPR Best Sum-
mer Read, Sports Illustrated 
Kids Hot Summer Read, and 

USA Today Critics' Top Pick. 

 
Rebecca Sipe, a former second-
ary teacher and K-12 Language 
Arts Coordinator for the An-
chorage School District in Alas-
ka, currently teaches at Eastern 
Michigan University. Dr. Sipe is 
the past chair for the NCTE 
Secondary Section, member of 
the NCTE Executive Commit-
tee, and Member at Large for 
the Conference on English 
Leadership. She is of Adoles-
cent Literacy at Risk? The Af-
fect of Standards (NCTE, 
2009), Strategies for Writers 
(Zaner-Bloser, 2007), Purpose-
ful Writing: Genre Study in the 

Secondary Writing Workshop 
(Heinemann, 2006) , They Still 
Can’t Spell: Understanding and 
Supporting Challenged Spellers 
in Middle and High School 
(Heinemann, 2003), and nu-
merous chapters and articles. 
Dr. Sipe works with teachers 
from across the country in 
workshops, in-services, and 
conferences. She has been 
involved in the development of 
standards at the state and na-
tional levels, chairing the Eng-
lish Language Arts standards 
revision for the State of Michi-
gan. She currently serves as the 
Director of the Honors Col-
lege at Eastern Michigan Uni-

versity. 

Siobhan Vivian is the author of 
the acclaimed young adult nov-
els THE LIST, NOT THAT 
KIND OF GIRL, SAME DIFFER-
ENCE and A LITTLE FRIEND-
LY ADVICE, as well as co-
author of the BURN FOR 
BURN series with Jenny Han. 
Her work has garnered distinc-
tion from Publishers Weekly, 
Kirkus, IndieBound and the 
American Library Association, 
among others, and has been 
published in several countries. 
A former editor and writer for 
television, she currently teach-
es a course called Writing 
Youth Literature at The Uni-

versity of Pittsburgh. 

 

PCTELA Keynote Speakers 

Become a fan 

of PCTELA on 

Facebook!  Find 

the link through 

our website at 

www.pctela.org! 
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Below is the list of the presenters for this years conference...plan to attend! 
 
 

Pat Bell – The Journey: Twenty Years of Celebrating VOICE 

Kate Hoffman and Betsy Whitman – The Power of Stories, The Magic of Telling: Using Storytelling at 

the Secondary Level 

Harvey Edwards – Showing Not Telling: Reading Voice and Writing Voice 

Marylyn E. Calabrese, Ph.D. – Students’ Errors on Papers: How do you Respond? 

Jan Spohn – Speaking about Our Writing Using Web 2.0 Tools to Enhance Elementary Students Sense 

of Audience 

Carissa Pokorny-Golden and Kristin Haring – Buddy Journal Program: Strengthening the Literacy Skills of 

Pre-Service Teachers and Middle School Students 

Terre Sychterz – Global Children’s Literature: A Source of Empowerment 

Deborah A. Johnson – Multi-sensory Perceptions of the Print Word: Teaching Reading/Poetry/Writing 

Through Games 

Kieryn Ziegler and Kate Hoffman – Contests, Connections, and Conversations: How to Enrich Rela-

tionships between Students and Teachers and Create Authentic Learning in your Classroom 

Sarah Clayville – Tell It Pretty: Using Creative Nonfiction to Create Better Writers 

Teresa G. Wojcik, Ph.D. – Digital Primary Sources as Tools in Teaching Literature and Writing 

Katie Frazer and Nicole Olcese – Writing for Inquiry: How Teachers Can Use Reflective Journaling in 

Their Everyday Practice 

Amy Kennedy – Enriching Primary Student’s Literacy Learning Through Poetry 

Sue Mauersberg and Dana Ciciliot – Out of the Box Reading and Writing 

Dean R. Smith – Venturing into the World of Self-publishing 

Ralph Maltese – Project-Based Learning – Something Old, Something New 

Matt Skillen, Lexy Viscardi, and Kayla Roush – Push Play: Supporting Process Writing Through Creative 

and Engaging Approaches to Prewriting, Revision, and Conferring 

Thomas C. Crochunis – Literacy Sponsorship Profiles: Encountering Students’ Changing Literacies 

Matt Coonan – Imagine: Messy Blobs of Beauty: How imagination and a revised definition of meta-

phors help student comprehension 

Chris Caton – Incorporating Primary Sources in Your Daily Practice: An Everyday Link to the Core 

Standards 

Laura Cipriano – Librarians in Coaches’ Shoes 

Nancy E. Cardenuto – Kids 4 Kids Publishing: Gaining Experience, Skills, and Knowledge of the World 

Jennifer W. Shettel – Apps for English Teachers! Mobile Computing Devices in the Language Arts 

Classroom 

Jason Griffith, Monica Boone-Rice, and Dusti Campbell – Middle Schoolers Meet Multimodality: Using 

Photo Story to Enhance Literary Projects 

Melissa Wager – Entering the Conversation Through Debate 

Edinboro University Student NCTELA – Developing Writing Through Literature 

Kristin S. Cassell and Anthony K. Sedun – “Listen to This!” Why Read-Alouds Make the Difference for 

Learners in Secondary School Settings 

Joanne L. Ridge – Writing in Action 

Rich Lane, Annette Rosati, and Leah Chambers – Visual and Oral Literacy Practices As Alternatives to 

the Traditional Research Paper 

Eric and Rebecca Thiegs – Expanding Digital Literacy Through Teen Blogging 

Rita Sorrentno – Digital Kids Using Digital Tools for Writing and Publishing 

Alyssa Mandalas and Jennie May – Social Media: A Friend or Enemy of the Classroom? 

PCTELA 2012 Concurrent Sessions and Speakers 

PCTELA 

Conference 

2012 
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Bob Dandoy 
Executive Director/ PCTELA 
 
This last April, I once again attended the annual Advocacy Day for NCTE.  Members of 
NCTE from throughout the nation, including members of the Council's Executive Commit-
tee, converge on Capitol Hill in Washington DC  to learn the latest about literacy educa-
tion issues at the federal level, to meet with legislators and their staff members  and to 
share personal stories and experiences from their classroom with those legislators. This is 
the 5th year that I have participated and each year have found it to be rewarding and enlight-

ening. 
 
Because teachers participate “on their own dime” , as it were, it is important for educators 
in states that neighbor DC such as Pennsylvania, to participate as they are able to come in 

for the day and not much more of an expense than parking and gas.  
Over these years, I have had the pleasure of meeting with staff members of our Senators 
Casey, Specter and Toomey and all of my congressional representatives.  Of particular in-
terest this year was my meeting with my congressman, Mike Kelly and his staff member.  
Hailing from the same town of Butler, PA, Mike and I have been friends for a great many 
years.  It is also significant to note that, although friends, it would be an understatement to 

say that we do not share the same political “perspective”. 
 
But that is the interesting and fulfilling part of the Advocacy Day experience.  Because alt-
hough Congressman Kelly and I may not share a like mind on most issues, we were able to 
sit and talk about the current situation in education and the federal perspective and pro-
grams that might affect what teachers do in their classrooms each and every day.  We both 
listened to each other, often agreeing, and, I think, learning from each other.  The visit was 
both cordial and productive with the Congressman expressing the desire to continue the 
dialogue, especially back home in his local office where we would have more time to ex-

pand and expound on our viewpoints. 
 
Each year, I return home from the Advocacy 
Day not really knowing whether or not I 
made any sort of significant impact.  However, 
I also return with a better feeling about what 
is happening in DC.  I see the commitment 
and industriousness of the staffers and come 
away with a feeling that someone is trying to 
move the ball forward, albeit by inches in 
some cases.  I also know that, even if I didn’t 

significantly impact anything, I know I tried. 
 
I invite all PCTELA members and PA teachers 
to consider joining the cause in April of 2013.  
Keep your eyes opened to this newsletter and 
for emails announcing the date and other per-
tinent information.  Feel free to contact me 

for more information. 
 
Join me in saying “I tried”. 

NCTE Advocacy Day 

“...it is important 

for educators in 

states that 

neighbor DC such 

as Pennsylvania, to 

participate…”  
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PCTELA Executive Director Bob Dandoy with Congressman Mike Kelly (PA-3) outside the House chambers 

in Washington DC on NCTE's Advocacy Day in April 2012. 



Allison Irwin 
Deputy Executive Director 
 
www.edmodo.com 
 
Edmodo is a free website that 
was designed to look and 
function like Facebook.  Stu-
dents get to choose a picture 
to represent them (or upload 
a picture) and post comments 
as often as they like.  Edmo-
do, however, is nothing like 
Facebook in its value as an 
educational resource for 
teachers and classrooms.  
Once you create a page on 
this site, your students can 
add themselves within mo-
ments to your page.  The best 
feature is that they cannot 
post messages directly to 
each other – only on the page 

you’ve created! 
 
When I used Edmodo for the 
first time in my classroom 
this year, I was struck by the 
level of participation I saw 
from my students.  I spent a 
class period or two modeling 

how to think of higher order 
discussion questions to get at 
the heart of a novel we were 
reading together.  After that, 
I used Edmodo to break the 
classes into small groups and 
each group was in charge of 
maintaining an academically 
sound discussion of the text 
throughout the remainder of 
the novel.  Another beautiful 
aspect of Edmodo is that I 
was able to make small 
groups out of all my students 
– mixing up students from 
each period forced them to 
interact with more than just 
the 25 other students they 

see each day in class. 
 
As if this alone is not fabu-
lous, Edmodo also has a fea-
ture that allows you to create 
quizzes online.  Students 
were excited to take their 
quizzes online and grading 
was not difficult at all!  Docu-
ments can be uploaded to the 
site so students will always 
have access to important 
papers.  Students can submit 

assignments through the site 

by uploading documents too.   
As a professional site, you can 
use it to connect with other 
teachers or to find resources 
for your discipline.  Edmodo 
will even email you a selec-
tion of unique online re-
sources each week if you 
prefer.  If you have not seen 
this site yet – check it out! It 
is by far one of the best sites I 
have used in the classroom to 
foster academic discussion 
and to simplify my grading 

system. 
 
Note: I am a middle school 
teacher; however, Edmodo could 
work at any level with the right 
amount of modeling.  The site 
already has pre-written docu-
ments you can download (such 
as permission letters to parents) 
to make implementation of the 

site fairly easy as well. 

sional and otherwise) 
 
-Web reviews and sugges-

tions 
 
 
-Manuscript versions of 
conference presenta-

tions 
  
If you have any ques-
tions or need more 
information, contact 
newsletter editor,  
Jonathan DeBor at 

PCTELA is always looking at 
creative ways to bring the 
membership the information 
it needs through our news-
letter.  We sincerely hope 
that you will consider a sub-

mission.  
  
Specifically, we are looking 

for: 
  
-Reflective essays and com-
mentaries about teaching 

and issues in education 
 
-Teaching ideas 

 
-Book reviews (both profes-

pctelanews@gmail.com.   
Pieces may also be submit-
ted through that email ad-

dress. 

Edmodo Website Review 

Want To Get Published? 

Become a fan 

of PCTELA on 

Facebook!  Find 

the link through 

our website at 

www.pctela.org! 
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PCTELA is always looking 
for members who wish to 
become more involved in 
the organization. There are 
multiple areas of service 
including board positions, 
committees reflecting vari-
ous interests of our mem-
bers and projects of the 
council, editors of our 
newsletter and website, and 

conference volunteers. 

We are especially interested 
in members interested in 
serving as annual conference 
chairs.  The experience is 
demanding but highly re-

warding . 
 
Members who more actively 
work with the council find 
great professional fulfillment 
and personal satisfaction 
with more intensified op-

portunities to meet and 
network with educators and 
authors from throughout 
the commonwealth and 

nation. 
 
If you are interested in ex-
ploring any of these posi-
tions, please see President 
Jan Spohn or Bob Dandoy, 
Executive Director some-

time during the conference. 

PCEE Sessions at PCTELA 
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Get Involved! 

At the 2012 PCTELA Con-
ference, the PA Colleges of 
English Education will hold 
several sessions on Friday 
afternoon. Our tentative 
schedule has a session from 
2:15-3:00 featuring how 
English education programs 
involve their teaching stu-
dents in hands-on writing 
coaching/tutoring and shar-
ing what has been learned 
from these experiences. 
Then, after a brief break, 
another 45-minute session 
will follow that will focus on 
how colleges of English edu-

cation work with GLBT 
issues in the teaching of 
literature, examining the 
kinds of literary texts we 
introduce, the pedagogical 
strategies we discuss, and 
the ways of responding to 
real-world challenges we 
work on with our students. 
At around 4, we plan to 
then open the floor to a 
conversation about the 
kinds of issues we currently 
find ourselves facing and the 
next steps for planning fu-
ture PCEE events that 
would further advance our 

shared work. A little before 
5, we expect to adjourn and 
continue conversation at an 
organized social get togeth-
er/happy hour.  
 
We hope that English edu-
cators attending the PCTE-
LA Conference will join us 
for these sessions, and if 
you are interested in talking 
about your experiences as 
part of one of the two focal 
sessions, please write to 
Tom Crochunis 
(tccroc@ship.edu) to work 

out details. 

Upcoming PCTELA News 

On July 13, 14, and 15, a 
team of educators from 
PCTELA will attend the 
NCTE Affiliate Leadership 
Meeting in St. Louis.  At-
tending will be PCTELA 
Executive Council Members 
Jan Spohn and Shanetia 
Clark, PCTELA , Executive 
Director, Bob Dandoy, and 
Deputy Executive Director, 
Allison Irwin.  Also attend-
ing will be PCTELA Execu-

tive Council Member, Glen-
da Daulerio who serves on 
the NCTE Standing Com-
mittee on Affiliates.  Details 
from the meeting will be 
included in the fall newslet-

ter. 
  
We're pleased to inform 
you that we're working 
ahead and have already se-
lected our cities for future 
conferences.  The 2014 

event will take place in the 
Pittsburgh area and the 
2015 event in Her-
shey.  Dates and venues will 
be determined and an-

nounced soon.  



Allison Irwin 
Deputy Executive Director 
 
I'm a middle level teacher at heart with most of my teaching experience coming from 7th 
and 8th grade classrooms.  I live in Coatesville, PA with my husband and my Bernese 
Mountain Dog (who is genuinely a part of the family!).  Over the past five years, I've taught 
both English Language Arts and Reading, and I spent some time earning an M.S.Ed. 
in Reading/Writing/Literacy from the University of Pennsylvania.  As the new Deputy Exec-
utive Director, I am looking forward to immersing myself in professional development and 
continued, life-long learning.  I believe that 
teachers are not only stronger when we 
work together but more effective and in tune 
to our students' needs when we continue 
learning through professional development. 
Outside of my professional experience, 
I love to travel! The next place I want to visit 
is Puerto Rico; although, I'm sure I will end 
up in Las Vegas for the NCTE Convention 
first! Hopefully I will see you all there.  The 
photo is of Allison with Nicholas Sparks and 
Micah Sparks at the 2009 NCTE Convention 
in Philadelphia.  Allison served as a Local 

Committee Coordinator for the convention. 
 
 
 
Kate Hoffman 
2013 Conference Chair 
 
I'm Kate Hoffman, and I live in State College, PA, where I teach at the State College Area 
High School.  I teach Honors 10 and AP 12 (Literature) and I also currently super-
vise  Penn State student teachers in our PDS partnership.  I hail from New Hartford, Con-
necticut,  I graduated high school from the Ethel Walker School.  Then I went to Central 
CT State U, where I earned a BS in English.  From there I went to the University of Ver-
mont, where I earned an MA in English and also taught freshman composition as an adjunct 
for a year. Then, I traveled to Olney, MD, where I taught at Sandy Spring Friends school 
for a few years before landing in State College. Last year I went the the National Board 
Certification Process and it was an amazing professional development experience. I love 
traveling--whether it is flying somewhere exciting or driving locally in my convertible).  I 
also love cooking (and eating).  My current favorite 
books are 1Q84 by Haruki Murakami, Ready Player 
One by Ernest Cline, and Zone One by Colson 
Whitehead.  I have presented at NCTE four times 
and I will present again this year.  I presented at 
PCTELA in 2010 and will do so again in 2012.  I 
love going to conferences where I can combine my 
two loves (travel and eating).  I run, too, since that 
helps take care of the damage from my other two 
hobbies. Favorite education quote: "Education is 
not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire." ~ 

William Butler Yeats 

New Faces of PCTELA 
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Jennie Brown 
2012 Conference Chair 
 
Hi! My name is Jennie Brown and I live in Greencastle, PA where I have been teaching high 
school English for six years.  I attended Point Park University in Pittsburgh for secondary 
mass communication education, and received my Master’s degree in 21st Century Teaching 
and Learning from Wilkes University.  In my free time, I freelance for a few magazines and 
write middle grade novels.  When I am not 
teaching, reading, or writing, I enjoy working 
out, drinking coffee, eating good food and 
spending time with my husband and super-
spoiled yorkie. 
 
In 2010, I was honored to be named the Penn-
sylvania English Teacher of Excellence by 
NCTE. Currently, I am co-chairing the 2012 
PCTELA conference, and look forward to 
working with esteemed educators and au-
thors across the state and the country.  I am a 
member of SCBWI, NCTE, ALAN and PCTE-

LA. 
 
 
Marci Stover 
2012 Conference Chair 
 
Hello, everyone!  My name is Marci Stover and I’m serving as Co-chair for this year’s PCTE-

LA State Conference in Lancaster.  
 
 I live in Greencastle, PA where I teach at English and AP Literature and serve as English 
Department Chair.  I’ve been at Greencastle for a little 
over ten years.  I attended Shippensburg University for my 
undergraduate degree and have a Masters Degree from 

Wilkes University and Lock Haven. 
 
My husband’s name is Chad and I have two children, my 
daughter Madison and my son, Cale.  I cheer them on dur-
ing the various sporting seasons (along with taking the time 

to be a HUGE Notre Dame fan!).    
 
I love lounging on the beach with a good book, one of my 
favorites being The Awakening by Kate Hopin (and any-

thing by Phillipa Gregory – my guilty pleasure!).  
 
I’ve been part of PCTELA and NCTE and received the 
NCTE Leadership Award for PA.  In 2012 I was named the 

Greencastle-Antrim High School Teacher of the Year.  
 
"Every wall is a door" - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

New Faces of PCTELA 

 

Page 11 Winter 2012 

 



PCTELA 
PO Box 2327 

Butler, PA  16003-2327 PCTELA is on TWITTER! 
In a continued effort to reach our members in the most efficient ways possi-
ble, PCTELA is proud to launch our own Twitter account!  To follow the 
latest information concerning PCTELA and the issues that matter most to 
our members, follow us under the username PCTELANews.  Together, 
we can grow our online community and presence!  Look for updates and 

Tweets to begin rolling out at the start of the school year in the fall! 
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jonathan.debor 
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PCTELA Executive Council 

pctela.org 

NOTICE 
 
Moving forward, as 
long as we have your 
current e-mail ad-
dress on file, we will 
send you the news-
letter issues elec-
tronically. IF YOU 
WOULD LIKE TO 
CONTINUE TO 
RECEIVE A PAPER 
COPY OF THE 
NEWSLETTER, send 
your name and ad-
dress to PCTELA, 
PO Box 2327, Butler, 

PA 16033-2327 


